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man, stunted though it may be for want of culture,
and enfeebled by the effects of acting in a manner
opposed to what is felt to be right, as the will of
God written upon the heart, that establishes a bond
of union between man and man, even between the
highly civilised man, who may have had the advan-
tage of training in an elevated religious system, and
the uncivilised man who has had little or no training
at all. And it further teaches us that if we would
instruct the uncivilised man in what we believe to
be a true and advanced religious system, we should
not ignore what we find of good in him, but use
that as a foundation on which what is better may
be built.

There was a time, not so long ago, when this
principle was rejected or ignored, and the mind of
the untutored man was looked upon as utterly desti-
tute of good, which had to be supplied from the very
beginning. But our missionaries have now learned
to respect what they find of truth and uprightness in
the mind of man, even though he belong to a savage
tribe, and to build upon it. And the reaction at
present set in seems rather to tend, in some quarters,
towards an idea of the sufficiency of natural religion
for the supply of all our wants in that respect, and
a rejection or disregard of the vast assistance to be
derived from a source above that of man's natural
powers.